











Auxiliaries for the Allene Ether Nazarov Cyclization
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remain in the equatorial position, for example by locking the
conformation of the pyran ring, then it will be prevented from
close approach to the developing pentadienyl cation. As a result,
the C4 substituent will be unable to influence the direction of
conrotation, resulting in attenuated optical purity of product.
Fourth, deleting the pyran oxygen atom from 12 and replacing
it with a methylene group should lead to low yield and low
optical purity. All four predictions have been verified.

Allenyl ether 26 was first prepared from 2,3-dideoxy-D-
glucose (Table 1). As predicted, the Nazarov product R-8 was
formed from 26 in 94/6 er (89% yield), essentially the same
result as from allene ether 12 (93/7 er). This shows conclusively
that the C3 equatorial silyloxy group in 12 does not contribute
to the optical purity of the cyclic product.

The 2,4-dideoxy-D-glucose derived allenyl ether 27 was
prepared next. The prediction here was that deleting the C4
silyloxy group would have the effect of eroding the optical purity
of the cyclic product. Indeed, R-8 was formed in 86.5/13.5 er
(46% yield) from 27. The absence of the large axial group at
C4 in 15 (Scheme 2) was responsible for the erosion in the
optical purity of product and supports a key role for the C4
equatorial group in 12 and in 26.

The prediction that locking the conformation of the pyran
ring would erode the optical purity of cyclic product was also
borne out. Allenyl ether 28, derived from the benzylidene acetal
of 2,3-dideoxy-D-glucose, led to R-8 in 86.5/13.5 er (89% yield).
In 28 the large group at C4 is prevented from assuming the
axial orientation and from effectively blocking one face of
the developing pentadienyl cation. This results in the
attenuation of the optical purity of 8 relative to the products
from 12 and 26.

We postulated that 28 could be converted into a highly
effective chiral auxiliary by introducing an axial silyloxy group
at C3. An axial C3 substituent would be ideally positioned to
block one face of the pentadienyl cation. This was indeed the
case, and allenyl ether 29 led to R-8 in 97/3 er (69% yield).
This structural modification leads to an exceptionally effective
chiral auxiliary.

2-Deoxy-D-galactose derived allenyl ether 30 was predicted
to be a poor chiral auxiliary on the basis of the model. If pyran
ring inversion were to take place in the stereochemistry-
determining operation, the C4 axial OTBS group would become
equatorial and would be unable to block the back face of the
pentadienyl cation. In fact the optical purity of R-8 that was
derived from 30 (86.5/13.5 er) was the same as for R-8 derived
from 27, which is what the model predicts.

The model predicts a critical role for the pyran oxygen atom.
We had some circumstantial evidence to support a role for the
ring oxygen atom, or the second oxygen atom in the case of
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acyclic acetals, insofar as the yield of product was concerned.
This was one of the factors that had led us to postulate the model
in the first place. However, we lacked any evidence that the
ring oxygen atom was crucial for the high optical purity of the
product. To address this issue, allene ether 36, the carbacyclic
analogue of 26, was prepared (Scheme 4). Commercially
available 4-oxopimelate 31 was first converted to diethyl acetal
32, then the ester functions were reduced to aldehydes. The
unstable dialdehyde was immediately subjected to List’s condi-
tions for the asymmetric intramolecular aldol addition in the
presence of L-proline.*® Reduction of the aldehyde product with
NaBH,4 was followed by simultaneous protection of the two
hydroxyls as OTBS ethers. Mild hydrolytic removal of the
diethyl acetal led to 33 in 51% overall yield from 32. The degree
of asymmetric induction during the intramolecular aldol reaction
was determined through Mosher analysis after reducing 33 to
axial alcohol 34. The optical purity of 34 was determined to be
88/12 er. Etherification of 34 by exposure to propargyl bromide
and base gave 35, which was isomerized to allenyl ether 36 by
exposure to potassium tert-butoxide at 60 °C in THF according
to Brandsma’s method.?® Exposure of 36 to n-butyllithium
followed by enamide 6 (R = Ph) and quenching into HCI in
HFIP/TFE at —78 °C resulted in a complex reaction mixture
from which R-8 was isolated in <30% yield. The product was
slightly enriched in the R enantiomer (55.5/45.5 er). Since allene
36 was used as a 88/12 mixture of enantiomers, asymmetry
transfer was approximately 11%. The low yield and the low
level of asymmetric induction that was observed for 36 supports
the postulated dual role for the ring oxygen atom, which restricts
rotation about the anomeric C—O bond and also facilitates
cleavage of the chiral auxiliary from the product. In the absence
of an efficient means to terminate the reaction, the cyclic cation
is free to decompose along a multitude of pathways, leading to
an erosion of the yield.

If the model were valid, then one would predict only a minor
role for the C6 substituent that is oriented away from the
pentadienyl cation in 15 (Scheme 2). In order to probe this issue,
allenyl ethers 37, 38 and 39 (Table 1) were prepared and
evaluated in the Nazarov cyclization. The plan was to vary the
size of the ether protecting groups and to compare the results
with the one from 26. The difference in optical purity of the
product from bis TBS ether 26 (94/6 er) and bis TIPS ether 37
(92.5/7.5 er) was small, but the reaction was more selective
when the smaller —OTBS groups were present. Changing the
protecting groups to TBDPS in 38 resulted in further diminution
of the optical purity of product 8 (86.5/13.5 er). We were unable
to prepare the bis trityl ether, so we settled for the C4 OTBS,
C6 OTr compound 39 that led to essentially the same optical
purity of the product as 38 (87/13 er vs 86.5/13.5 er). These
results show that increasing the size of the protecting groups at
C4 and C6 from TBS through Tr does not lead to any
improvement, but rather to slight erosion of the optical yield of
product. The reasons for this are not clear.

Pyranoses might appear to be less than ideal chiral auxiliaries.
Although many D-sugars are available and cheap, the same is
not true for L-sugars. Fortunately, both enantiomeric series of
cyclopentenones are available from D-pyranose derived chiral
auxiliaries. For example, whereas the o-anomeric chiral aux-
iliaries lead to R-8, the S-anomers lead to S-8. 3-2-Deoxy-D-

(25) (a) Pidathala, C.; Hoang, L.; Vignola, N.; List, B. Angew. Chem., Int.
Ed. 2003, 42, 2785-2788. (b) List, B. Acc. Chem. Res. 2004, 37, 548-557.

(26) Hoff, S.; Brandsma, L.; Arens, J. F. Recl. Trav. Chim. Pays-Bas 1968,
87, 916-924.
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TABLE 1. Pyranose-Derived Chiral Auxiliaries”
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“Yields and enantiomeric ratios refer to the reaction of each allenyl ether with enamide 6 (R = Ph).

SCHEME 4
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glucose derived allenyl ether 40 (Table 1) was prepared.
Conversion to the allenyllithium species, addition to enamide
6 (R = Ph) and cyclization as before led to S-8 as the major
enantiomer (11/89 er) in 68% yield. The optical purity of the
product was greatly improved using f-2-deoxy-D-galactose
derived allenyl ether 41 (3.5/96.5 er). This points to the central
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role that the axial C4 OTBS group plays in the case of 41, and
implies that in the $-series of chiral auxiliaries conformational
change of the pyran ring does not take place during the
stereochemistry-determining operation. These results appear to
be consistent with Woerpel’s findings concerning six-membered-
ring oxocarbenium ion alkylations.
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TABLE 2. Quench Conditions for the Reaction of 29¢
Ph/EO o 0 HO o
H 3
" AL+ Ph/\)LN/\ — — 0
TBSO o\( CHs K/O Ph
Li-29 Li HzC
i 6
R-8
entry acid (equiv) solvent er
1 HCI (33) HFIP/TFE (1/1) 95/5 to 70/30
2 HCI (6) HFIP/TFE (1/1) 66.5/33.5
3 CICH,CO,H (33) HFIP/TFE (1/1) 87/13
4 H3CCOH (33) THF 90.5/9.5
5 H3CCO2H (33) Et,O 90.5/9.5
6 H3CCOH (33) PhMe 90.5/9.5
7 H3CCOH (33) MTBE 92.5/7.5
8 H3CCO,H (33) CH,ClL, 97/3

“ All quenches were performed at —78 °C for 2 min.

TABLE 3. Examples of the Asymmetric Allene Ether Nazarov Cyclization
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Optimizing the Quenching Conditions. According to the
model, the timing of the various bond-forming and bond
cleaving events that lead from 14 through 15 to R-8 and 16
must be critical for the success of the asymmetric process.
Premature cleavage of the chiral auxiliary will preclude good
asymmetric induction from taking place. Premature acid cata-
lyzed cleavage of any of the silyl ether protecting groups is
also very likely to be deleterious. Consequently, any change in
temperature, acid and especially solvent can be expected to have
a large effect on the optical purity of the products. These
considerations had guided our initial choice of HFIP as the
solvent for the quench. Modified conditions were developed for
the quench, 33 equivalents of anhydrous HCI in a 1/1 mixture
of HFIP/TFE at —78 °C, so as to ensure rapid cyclization. On
the basis of our early results with R-9 (Scheme 1) we surmised
that loss of stereochemical information and/or attrition of the
yield would result if cleavage of the auxiliary were slow. Since
HFIP freezes at —4 °C, it was mixed with TFE to allow the
quench to take place at —78 °C. These conditions worked very
well for the permethylated and the persilylated chiral auxiliaries
and led to reproducible yields and enantioselectivities. The
exception was 29 for which we observed irreproducibility in
both yield and enantioselectivity. We traced the problem to
premature cleavage of the acetal group, which led us to develop

alternative conditions for the quench that would preserve the
integrity of the acetal. Our results are summarized in Table 2.
The optical purity of R-8 varied greatly (95/5 to 70/30) when
our usual conditions were used (Table 2, entry 1). Reducing
the equivalents of HCI actually led to further erosion of the er.
Chloroacetic acid (entry 3), a much weaker acid, catalyzed the
cyclization but the er in this case was suboptimal. Changing to
acetic acid (entries 4—8) led to an effective cyclization. In THF,
ether or toluene the er was 90.5/9.5. Switching to tert-butyl
methyl ether (MTBE) led to a slight improvement in er to 92.5/
7.5. Thirty-three equivalents of acetic acid in dichloromethane
proved to be the best condition, leading to reproducible er’s of
97/3.

Since we had identified two highly effective chiral auxiliaries,
one for each enantiomeric series, we were curious to learn the
scope of each. Table 3 summarizes the results from the reactions
of a series of enamides with allenyl ethers 29 and 41. All
reactions were quenched with 33 equiv of acetic acid in
dichloromethane at —78 °C for 2 min and then neutralized with
aqueous NaHCOs. The optical purity of products was excellent
in all cases. There was some variability in the yields. The low
yield of 50 is due to decomposition of the product according to
the retro-Michael process indicated by the curved arrows as
shown in Table 3. Compound 50 was unstable to storage and
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also underwent significant decomposition during purification by
chromatography. The only difference between 49, which was
formed in excellent yield, and 50 is the presence of the protected
nitrogen atom in the latter, leaving no doubt that this was the
cause for the large difference in yields between the two. None
of the yields that are reported in Table 3 have been fully
optimized, so it is possible that some improvements can be
made. We have used the racemate of cyclopentenone 51 in our
recent total synthesis of (&)-terpestacin,?’ so the synthesis of
each of the enantiomers of 51 constitutes an asymmetric formal
synthesis of (+)- and of (—)-terpestacin. Preparation of cyclo-
pentenone 52 that incorporates a quaternary ring carbon atom
is noteworthy. Addition of the lithioallenes to tetrasubstituted
enamide 47 was quite slow and required warming of the reaction
mixture from —78 to 0 °C. Stirring at 0 °C for 2 h ensured that
the allenyllithium had been fully consumed.

Summary and Conclusion

We have attempted to provide an explanation for the
observations made over the course of several years with chiral
auxiliaries for the allene ether version of the Nazarov cyclization.
In the process we have identified two broad classes of pyranyl
chiral auxiliaries, those that are able to undergo chair-to-chair
inversion and those that are conformationally locked. Pyran ring
inversion is induced by the electrostatic attraction between the
developing oxocarbenium ion and the nonbonding electron pair
on an axial oxygen atom, according to the paradigm described
by Woerpel and co-workers. Whether or not ring inversion takes
place during the stereochemistry-determining operation, there
is strong evidence that the pyran ring oxygen atom restricts the
conformational mobility of the pentadienyl cation and is
necessary for both high enantioselectivity and yield of cyclic
product. The key to high enantioselectivity is the presence of a
large axial or pseudoaxial substituent on the pyran ring that
shields one face of the pentadienyl cation. The buttressing effect
provided by the axial (or pseudoaxial) substituent biases the
conrotation to take place in a single direction. It is also
significant that this hypothesis about the origin of asymmetry
transfer explains our observations with camphor derived chiral
auxiliary 11. According to our hypothesis, in the reaction 11
with enamide 6 (R = Ph) the stereochemistry is determined
through 53, where it is the C6 methylene group that effectively
blocks the back face of the pentadienyl cation. Comparison of
the structures of 53 and 15¢ (Scheme 1) reveals that in 53 the
C6 methylene group is analogous to the C4 OTBS group in 15.
This explains why our early efforts to improve levels of
asymmetry transfer from camphor derived chiral auxiliaries all
failed: we had explored analogs of 11 that were substituted either
at C4 or at C1.%® None of these chiral auxiliaries were any better
than 11. Modification of C6 in 11 so as to prepare an improved
chiral auxiliary is not straightforward. In the conformationally
locked a-pyranose-derived chiral auxiliaries in which ring
inversion is prevented from taking place, it is the axial C3
substituent that exerts the dominant effect in controlling the
sense of conrotation. This can be seen in 42.

Two improved chiral auxiliaries, 29 and 41 that lead to each
enantiomeric series of cyclopentenones, were designed on
the basis of our understanding of the stereochemistry-

(27) (a) Berger, G. O.; Tius, M. A. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 72, 6473-6480. (b)
Berger, G. O.; Tius, M. A. Org. Lett. 2005, 7, 5011-5013.
(28) Forest, J. S. M.S. Thesis; University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, 2003.

8140 J. Org. Chem. Vol. 73, No. 21, 2008

Banaag and Tius

determining process. It is especially noteworthy that cyclo-
pentenones incorporating a quaternary ring carbon can be
prepared in high er.

This model may oversimplify the various interactions that
occur in the electrocyclization transition state, but it provides a
consistent rationale for the results seen with the chiral auxiliaries
prepared to date. Moreover, it has allowed us to make a number
of successful predictions concerning substituent effects and the
role of the pyran ring oxygen atom. On the basis of these
predictions, we have confirmed the role of the pyran ring oxygen
atom, identified the key substituents that control the direction
of conrotation and have optimized the reaction conditions. Our
mechanistic hypothesis can now be used to design optimal chiral
auxiliaries should further improvements in the reaction be
needed.

Experimental Section

General Procedure for Nazarov Cyclization. Lithium chloride
(16 mg, 0.377 mmol) was added to a 10 mL round-bottom flask
equipped with a small stir bar and was flame-dried under vacuum.
(E)-2-Methyl-1-morpholino-3-phenylprop-2-en-1-one 6 (60 mg,
0.259 mmol) and allene 29 (53 mg, 0.128 mmol) were added into
separate 5 mL round-bottom flasks then were individually dried
by azeotropic distillation of toluene and purged with nitrogen (3x).
Allene 29 was dissolved into 2 mL of THF, dried over 4 A MS,
and the solution was transferred via cannula into the 10 mL flask
containing the 16 mg of LiCl. A small crystal of 1,10-phenanthroline
was added and the solution was cooled to —78 °C. Residual water
in the solution of allene was quenched using n-BuLi (1.62 M in
hexanes), turning the mixture from a lemon-yellow color to the
end point, a dark brown color. The brownish mixture was then
treated with n-BuLi (160 uL, 0.259 mmol, 1.62 M in hexanes) and
was stirred at —78 °C for 45 min. The solution of enamide 6 (Ar
= Ph) in 2 mL of THF was dried over 4 A MS, cooled to —78 °C
and was transferred at a rate of one drop per 3 s to the solution of
lithioallene via cannula. The mixture was maintained at —78 °C
for 2 h and was transferred rapidly via cannula to a solution of 20
mL anhydrous CH,Cl, and 220 uL of AcOH (3.90 mmol) at —78
°C. After being stirred for 5 min at —78 °C, the mixture was poured
into 20 mL of a 1:1 two-phase solution of saturated aqueous
NaHCO;:CH,Cl, and the mixture was gradually warmed to 0 °C.
Under the mildly acidic conditions of the quench, no loss of the
oxygen protecting groups of the auxiliary took place, allowing the
auxiliary to be easily recovered during the purification of the product
by flash column chromatography. The aqueous layer was separated
and extracted with CH,Cl, (3x). The combined organic layers were
extracted with brine, dried over MgSO., and concentrated.

2-Hydroxy-3-methyl-5-methylene-4-phenylcyclopent-2-
enone 8:'* R; = 0.23 (20% EtOAc in hexanes). Purification via
flash column chromatography on silica gel (20% EtOAc in hexanes)
provided cyclopentenone 8 (33 mg, 0.166 mmol, 69% yield, 97/3
er via allene 29; 44 mg, 0.222 mmol, 92% yield, 3.5/96.5 er via
allene 41); chiral HPLC (2% 2-propanol in hexanes, Chiralcel OD-H
column (0.46 cm x 25 cm), 254 nm, 0.75 mL/min) rr = 11.2, g
= 12.7 min.

2-Hydroxy-5-methylene-3,4-diphenylcyclopent-2-enone 48:'*
Ry = 0.23 (20% EtOAc in hexanes). Purification via flash column
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chromatography on silica gel (20% EtOAc in hexanes) provided
cyclopentenone 48 (37 mg, 0.142 mmol, 59% yield, 95/5 er via
allene 29; 36 mg, 0.137 mmol, 57% yield, 4/96 er via allene 41);
chiral HPLC (10% 2-propanol in hexanes (0.05% trifluoroacetic
acid in mobile phase), Chiralcel OD-H column (0.46 cm x 25 cm),
254 nm, 0.80 mL/min) rr = 8.8, tr = 9.7 min.
3-Hydroxy-1-methylene-5,6,7,7a-tetrahydro-1H-inden-2(4H)-
one 49:'* R;= 0.20 (20% EtOAc in hexanes); Purification via flash
column chromatography on silica gel (20% EtOAc in hexanes)
provided cyclopentenone 49 (36 mg, 0.217 mmol, 90% yield, 97/3
er via allene 29; 37 mg, 0.224 mmol, 93% yield, 7/93 er via allene
41); chiral HPLC (5% 2-propanol in hexanes, Chiralcel OD column
(0.46 cm x 25 cm), 254 nm, 0.80 mL/min) g = 8.0, tg = 10.9
min.
tert-Butyl-7-hydroxy-5-methylene-6-oxo0-4,4a,5,6-tetrahydro-
1H-cyclopental[c]pyridine-2(3H)-carboxylate 50. (See the Sup-
porting Information for the "H NMR spectrum of 50.) R, = 0.28
(25% EtOAc in hexanes). Purification via flash column chroma-
tography on silica gel (20% EtOAc in hexanes) provided cyclo-
pentenone 50 (19 mg, 0.070 mmol, 29% yield, 93/7 er via allene
29; 38 mg, 0.142 mmol, 59% yield, 5/95 er via allene 41); chiral
HPLC (10% 2-propanol in hexanes, Chiralcel OD-H column (0.46
cm x 25 cm), 254 nm, 1.00 mL/min) tg = 6.2, tg = 7.5 min.
2-Hydroxy-3-(2-hydroxyethyl)-5-methylene-4-(2-(triisopropyl-
silyloxy)ethyl)cyclopent-2-enone 51:*>” Ry = 0.27 (50% EtOAc in
hexanes). Purification via flash column chromatography on silica
gel (5—60% EtOAc in hexanes) provided cyclopentenone 51 (49
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mg, 0.137 mmol, 57% yield, 93/7 er via allene 29; 71 mg, 0.200
mmol, 83% yield, 9/91 er via allene 41); chiral HPLC (3%
2-propanol in hexanes, Chiralcel OD-H column (0.46 cm x 25 cm),
254 nm, 1.00 mL/min) tg = 14.1, tg = 16.5 min.
2-Hydroxy-3,4-dimethyl-5-methylene-4-phenylcyclopent-2-
enone 52:'* Ry= 0.23 (100% CH,Cl,). Purification via flash column
chromatography on silica gel (30% EtOAc in hexanes) provided
cyclopentenone 52 (28 mg, 0.130 mmol, 54% yield, 89/11 er via
allene 29; 40 mg, 0.188 mmol, 78% yield, 5/95 er via allene 41);
chiral HPLC (5% 2-propanol in hexanes, Chiralcel OD column (0.46
cm X 25 cm), 254 nm, 1.00 mL/min) fg = 10.6, tx = 13.9 min.
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